2022 November/December Newsletter -  HK Seattle
Dear Friends of Austria!
The Holiday Season is here! And fresh snow surrounding us makes it feel much more festive!
To ring in the Holiday Season: 
Saturday, Dec. 3, 2022; 1pm-dusk: Christmas Market at the Kenmore Rhododendron Park – bring your friends and family! Also: Donations for North Helpline Food Bank are being collected.
Sunday, Dec. 4, 2022: For Austria Club members: Christmas Party – not a member yet? That is a great time to join!
For more details, please see attachments and announcement later in the newsletter
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Description automatically generated] TRAVEL TO/FROM Austria: no further Covid related restrictions are currently in place
Please check the latest updates for traveling to and from Austria at the website of the Austrian Consulate General in Los Angeles: https://www.bmeia.gv.at/en/austrian-consulate-general-los-angeles/travels-to-austria/coronavirus-covid-19-and-travel-information/
For the Covid related situation within Austria: https://www.austria.info/en/service-and-facts/coronavirus-information
NEWS FROM AND ABOUT AUSTRIA
[image: ] November 9: President VanDerBellen spoke at the COP27 in Egypt promising Austria’s contribution of  220 Mio Euros for International Climate Financing until 2026. Austria is showing solidarity by increasing its contribution. “We cannot buy our way out of the climate crisis. Money alone won't make our air cleaner, money alone won't stop the earth from heating up, and it won't make the glaciers stop melting. Austria has set itself the goal of being climate neutral by 2040. Austria will do its part. We are strongly expanding renewable energies. Step by step, we are phasing out heating with coal, oil and gas. We are investing record sums in public transport. That is good. But we need to do even better. I appeal to you: Let's do everything together to ensure that future generations can be at home on a planet worth living on”.
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Description automatically generated with medium confidence] With Nov 1, the “Wiener Linien” (Vienna Public Transportation) has a new trio of CEOs – 3 powerful women are now the top leaders and also advocates for climate change of one of the largest employers of the city.
[image: ] November 30: Beloved actress Christine Hörbiger, 84, passed away in Vienna. With almost 70 years presence on most renowned stages, movies and TV, and child of an actor dynastie (her parents were famous Attila Hörbiger and Paula Wessely) she became already a legend during her lifetime. She also was actively supporting charity missions. Her presence on and off stage will be missed.
[image: ] January 29, 2023: State Elections of “Niederösterreich” (Lower Austria) – Landtagswahlen: If you have registered to vote with an election office in Lower Austria you can participate in the upcoming “Landtagswahlen Niederoesterreich”. You will be receiving automatically the absentee ballots per mail if you signed up for the 10-Year Abo and if you are eligible to vote. For more information please see attached information.
Not yet registered to vote? You can do so ANY time: https://www.bmeia.gv.at/en/austrian-consulate-general-los-angeles/service-for-citizens/elections-and-direct-democracy-general-information/
[image: ] New Video clip presents Vienna rich in images in all its facets: as a center of international diplomacy, as a business, science and research location or as a smart city and the most liveable city in the world. Enjoy watching!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G5B8BH31pw4
[image: ] With over 900 “Standln” (booths) at 17 Christkindlmarkets, Vienna offers more than any other city worldwide. https://www.austria.info/en/things-to-do/skiing-and-winter/christmas-markets 
Here in Seattle we have at least one – at the Kenmore Rhododendron Park on Saturday, December 3, 2022 from 1pm – dusk, organized by the Austria Club of WA, Austrian American Council, WA Chapter and Friends of Austria in general! Please stop by and enjoy the Holiday spirit and Austrian themed goodies and arts and crafts!
[image: ] Austria in Winter: A short tour of all the amazing things that are happening 
https://www.austria.info/en/things-to-do/skiing-and-winter
Book recommendations:
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Description automatically generated with medium confidence] Kurt Bednar: “Transatlantic Relations and The Great War”; the Austrian historian explores the relation between the Danube Monarchy of Austria-Hungary and the modern US democracy and how that relationship developed over decades until it ended in a final rupture. Offering a major deviation from traditional historiography, this book explains how the countdown of mostly diplomatic events in that fatal year 1918 could have taken an alternate course. The author also demonstrates how an almost total ignorance of the affairs of the Dual Monarchy was to be found in the US and vice versa. Bednwar is also the author of: “Paper War between Washington and Vienna, 1917-1918” (in German).
[image: ] Have you already immersed into the fascinating books of our dear friend, Honorary Consul Emerita of Hungary, Helen Szablya: “The Fall of the Red Star”, “My Only Choice”, and “From Refugee to Consul”? Her “Zeitzeugen” memoirs of one of the unsettling political times in Hungary, right across the border from Austria, and her “journey in the New World” are not only of historical  interest but even more a personal treasure to read. http://shorturl.at/wFGZ6 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
HOLIDAY EVENTS: 
[image: ]   Bring your Family and Friends!
When: Saturday, December 03, 2022, 1pm – dusk; 					           
Where: Rhododendron Park, 6910 NE 170th St, Kenmore
Enjoy some CHRISTKINDLMARKT atmosphere, browse through arts, crafts and Weihnachtsbäckerei provided by fellow Austrians, and connect with friends.
[image: ]Hot cider, sing along, and a visit of St. Nikolaus will keep you warm!
We do not charge for any items but happily accept donations (cash/check please!) to support the Austria Club of WA and the WA Chapter of the Austrian American Council
For more information please contact Elana Sabajon: youcan@askelana.com
See also attached invitation
During this Time of Giving, we are thinking of our neighbors and are holding a Food Drive in support of the NORTH HELPLINE FOOD BANK during the event. They are in need of (canned) Fruits & Vegetables, Proteins, Grains, Cooking Essentials, Healthy Snacks, Beverages, Household & Hygiene Items. 
For a detailed list please see their website: http://northhelpline.org/
Thank you!
[image: ] Christmas Celebration for Members of the Austria Club of WA
Sunday, December 4, 2022; 1-4pm; German House, 613 9th Ave, Seattle
organized by the Austria Club of WA. Traditional Christmas Music, food and Glühwein, and a visit by St. Nicolaus will provide a gemütliche atmosphere! 
For more information, also if you want to join the Austria Club, please see attached flyer or contact Michael Brandstetter: michael.brandstetter@gmail.com
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Description automatically generated] Check out the regular online film and music events organized by the Austrian Cultural Forum: https://acfdc.org/?mc_cid=487b48d54a&mc_eid=1321923619
[image: ]  Virtual Stammtisch for German Learners: once a month via zoom: Next meeting: at 7pm. The virtual Stammtisch for German learners is an opportunity to get together, speak German, and have fun. Sabine Sullivan is a native speaker and will host the Online-Stammtisch. If you would like to attend or have any questions, please contact Sabine Sullivan: sabine.sullivan@zoho.com
 [image: ]Monthly Stammtisch – 1st Thursday of the month: Mark your calendar!!
Next Stammtisch: Thursday, December 1, 2022, 7pm at Queen Anne Beerhall, 203 W Thomas St, Seattle, WA 98119 . Please contact Jürgen Schatzer  juergenshchatzer@gmail.com for more information. The location is rotating throughout the greater Seattle Area. There is so much to talk and chat about!
LOOKING AHEAD to 2023: 
[image: ] January 1, 2023: New Year’s Concert 2023 with Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra. Maestro Franz Welser-Möst will be leading the Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra in this traditional masterpiece broadcasted around the world from the Golden Hall at the Musikverein. Watch out for announcement when it will be aired at your local PBS Station; in Seattle area: KCTS9 at 8pm

[image: ]January 28, 2022: Viennese Ball in Portland! organized by Austrian American Society of Oregon. For more information, please see attached invitation. a perfect opportunity to practice your waltz for the upcoming Seattle Viennese Ball!
[image: ] Mark your calendar: Saturday, March 4, 2023, Nile Country Club in Montlake Terrace, WA
The Viennese Ball in Seattle is back after 2 years of cancellations! For more information and if you canto help with the organization: Please contact Eva Donahoo: ewdcpa@comcast.net 
More details TBA!

[image: ] Mit herzlichen Wünschen for Peaceful and Joyful Holidays [image: ]
Eva Kammel
Honorary Consul of Austria in Seattle
office@austrianconsulateseattle.org | www.austrianconsulateseattle.org 

Attachments:
Christkindlmarkt, XMAs Party AC Club, Viennese Ball Portland, Landtagswahlen NOe
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